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GLOUCESTEASHIRE driEsags
rider Simen Laurens has been
shortlisted “for the 2008 Para-
ympses in Beijing.

Laurpns, 41, who sulfers from
rmultiple sclerosis, was a dedicaled

FﬂB-I?ﬂ- rider belore e was dEng-
n 2004, putting his luture in
lhe sport In seriows doubt

Lavrens’ nalural reaction was to
quit, his corssr was in tatters, he
sold all of his horses and was
ready o give up the sport come
pletely.

Ho said: "I'm & porfectionialtel |
can't do something properiy, | don't
wanl 1o do .

=1 mover considored ar thought of
mysell &8 & pere dresesge rider,
peopie [ust eggped me O

“l went 1o & paralympic event ot
Harpury Colflege - that  nenlly
Inspleed me to just howe a go, it
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explore.”

In splie of his llingss, Laureans
has battled an, and it is & remsark-
polg achigvemant for him o be
shorilisted lor what ks the pinnacle
of any paralympian's cancer.

Laurens’ mddher and grﬂl}d‘-
miather have Both gultered from the
same disease.

He has bost sirengih in his righe
side, making balance dificull, and
sutfers from general falegue, tering
ﬂl.!il.‘.'kly il Ireguenl SpasmaE, par-
tlewlarly in his bagae.

It was anly when a friend Introe
duced Lavrens 1o & horse called
Oopan Dreamn which ignited  his
passion for the sparl again.

Atter he went on to win all four o
hig para triats on Ocean Dream, b
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decided to channel all of his aner-
gles inkto the sport.

He guickly wen? through the
ranks, compating in his first inter-

nalienal in Germany in 3006,
finlshing second In his first test

and third in freesbyle.

Last year he scooped two gold
medals in the Wordd Champi-
onships 1 Hartpury College.

Later in the year relained his title
ol neational champion in the ﬂrlﬂ
thrise Para clpse,

"My prograssion, seesmng as |
have only been compeling compet-
ilivaly Tar Ehree vears, i extremely
rapld,” he sald,

“1 am vary fucky 1o have dong 20
wall, Al lepst | can ke somathing
so posithve out of my Mness,

=1 am thrilled 1o bils bo have Bean
shpriliatec lor (b Faralympics.”



